


Praise for Across the Street and Around the World

“This is the right message at the right time from the right person.”
— Bob Goff, author of Love Does and Everybody Always

“In Across the Street and Around the World, Jeannie Marie shares a lifetime of invaluable 
experience with the rest of us. Her book is a treasure trove of insights and practical 
resources for engaging the nations in our own backyard and to the ends of the earth!”

— David Garrison, executive director of Global Gates and author of 

Church Planting Movements and A Wind in the House of Islam

“This book is different. It’s packed with a winsome, inviting practicality for any 
Christ- follower to have a fruitful part in reaching the nations. Every chapter lists a few 
ideas, tips, or next steps. But almost every idea is described in story form. The stories 
are all about everyday, common people with struggles and weaknesses on display. So 
it’s not hard to imagine how you— or someone you know— might step into the story 
of God’s purpose with joy. We’ve long needed this book. It’s going to be widely used.” 

— Steve Hawthorne, coeditor of Perspectives on the World Christian Movement

“This book is very inspirational and easy to read and it shares deep, life- changing 
principles. The many examples help the reader to grasp the crucial points of each 
chapter, challenging the reader to get involved in cross- cultural ministry one way or 
another and gives practical ways how to do that. I pray that the Lord would use this 
book to raise up numerous workers who will go to the unengaged and unreached 
peoples of the world. If I hadn’t given my life to serve the Lord among the least 
reached peoples in the world almost thirty years ago, I would do it after reading 
Jeannie’s book.” 

— Daniel Waheli, field worker involved with several church planting 

movements in Africa and author of Lessons Learned in the Lion’s Den

“Here is my endorsement of this tremendous book: I know that many readers want 
to make a difference in the lives of Hindu, Muslim, and other non- Christian peoples, 
but don’t know where to begin. Jeannie Marie shows the way. This book is a fun read, 
a missions how- to, and a journey with Jesus Christ to the places in our world, some 
of them nearby, where the need for God’s love is so great.” 

— Bob Blincoe, president of Frontiers USA
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“A great resource for groups and individuals considering possible involvement in 
mission initiatives, Across the Street and Around the World shows the incredible oppor-
tunities that all believers have to be involved and illustrates practically the multitude 
of ways it can happen. Its focus is not just on practical strategies for reaching across 
cultural and language barriers, but also emphasizes the need for clarity in the com-
munication of the gospel in order to meet the spiritual needs of people. This book 
is not theory, but life.” 

— Oli Jacobsen, chairman of International Ministries, Ethnos360 

“In a world divided by walls Across the Street and Around the World is a must- read. 
We live in an increasingly diverse society and Jeannie Marie shows us how we 
must live toward one another as followers of Christ. Sometimes Christians find 
it easier to travel far away to share the love of Christ than to love our immigrant 
neighbor two doors down. Sometimes it’s easier to give someone a meal than to sit 
down together and share a meal. Jeannie Marie reminds us that we live in a divided 
culture where the immigrants, foreigners, and minorities are even demonized at 
times. It’s time for us to change that narrative and be reminded that every person 
from every place is made in the image of God, and he waits for us to embrace them 
and recognize them as the good and beautiful people he made. When we cross the 
street, the walls come down.” 

— Palmer Chinchen, PhD, lead pastor at the Grove, expatriate, speaker, 

and author of Justice Calling, Barefoot Tribe, and True Religion

“A book to pay attention to—whether you are an individual thinking through your 
life’s purpose, a church leader trying to ensure you lead on mission, or a mission 
leader navigating these days where everything is changing in your world. Jeannie 
is adding her experienced and articulate voice to the call for us all to have a fresh 
look at our efforts to bring the good news of Jesus to the billions who have never 
heard it or seen it lived out. If you are also serious about that mission, this is a 
must-read for you.”

—Andrew Scott, president and CEO of  

Operation Mobilization USA and author of Scatter

“Jeannie’s stories are above all real, accessible, and carry a gritty authenticity. If we are 
serious about changing the reality of the ‘least-reached’ in our generation, we must 
insist that disciple-making is everyone’s business! This book paints the picture of how 
this is possible and provides accessible starting points for any believer.”

—Jonathan Thiessen, lead at ScatterGlobal
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WORL D

“Those who seek to come into agreement with God’s heart for the nations can learn 
a lot from Across the Street and Around the Word—about engaging the nations among 
us, expanding our missional intelligence, and going and sending effectively. For indi-
viduals, churches, and small groups, what follows is both a compelling call to action 
and an inspired declaration of creative and effective strategies to direct us.”

—Stephen Sloan, PhD, director of the Institute for Oral History, associate professor 

in the Department of History, and coauthor of Listening on the Edge 
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For my mom and dad:
You are this book, and I watched you live 

out these pages my entire life.
Thank you for loving Jesus, loving people, and loving me.
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xi

Author’s Note

I grew up in the Philippine Islands, the daughter of parents with a 
calling to reach tribal groups with the good news of Jesus Christ. Later, 
I moved to America to attend a university and, like so many others, 
ended up working in the corporate world. But as my husband and I 
started to raise our children, the pull to the nations never hovered far 
from my soul.

Eventually, I traded in corporate meetings for church staff meet-
ings and threw myself into the world of mobilizing people to pursue 
God’s heart for the nations, working closely with refugees and inter-
national students. Along the way God decided to send my family 
overseas ourselves. Alongside two other families, we moved to a beau-
tiful, hot, humid, chaotic, and colorful Muslim city by the sea in 
India. There, we established a beachhead for future, long- term, sus-
tainable kingdom work in a city of a million that had, up until then, 
seen little gospel fruit or influence.

Now, back in America, I am once again advocating for nations 
without access to Jesus. In my conversations with people like you— 
people who may have traveled on short overseas trips, who have been 
inspired by a speaker to make more of a difference in the world, or who 
simply enjoy experiencing other cultures— I have found that many are 
still in need of a simple resource to help them find and live out their 
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global role, and practice reaching out to other cultures step- by- step— 
right here across the street or around the world.

Because my own global experience has occurred primarily among 
Muslims, most of the examples I use feature Muslims, but they can 
relate to other cultural groups as well. You’ll discover that the principles 
and practices we discuss can help you make disciples of anyone— your 
neighbor, your family, and your coworkers.

For Scripture references I use the New Living Translation, because 
it gives a fresh perspective without being a paraphrase. Christians can 
become used to hearing certain verses in a more traditional version 
and gloss over them without embracing the depth of their meaning.

You might notice that I do not use the traditional word mission-
ary in this book, unless I refer to those who traveled overseas with 
the gospel years ago. This is because the landscape of how nations 
interact with one another has changed dramatically in the past fifty 
years, causing an evolution of strategies in foreign missions. I now use 
the term field worker to describe any person who lives cross- culturally, 
doing a variety of activities, and making disciples of Jesus Christ in 
other nations.

I tell stories in this book, all of which are true unless they are 
told in parable form. These stories are drawn from my own real- life 
examples or from people I know personally. To protect the privacy and 
security of the people I write about, however, I’ve changed the names, 
locations, and specific details.

As we dive in together, we’ll set the stage by discovering God’s 
heart for the nations and how everyone plays a role. We’ll look at 
how to engage the world at our doorsteps— specifically refugees and 
international students in our communities— and learn how to inten-
tionally cultivate discipleship relationships, so that we’re encouraging 
our cross- cultural friends to follow Jesus Christ. Then we’ll learn how 
to gain global experience, education, and exposure while building a 
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bridge from the nations in our neighborhood to the ends of the earth. 
Finally, we’ll discuss what it would take to surrender the American 
dream, persevere when things get tough, and hear from God, for those 
willing to go.

My prayer for you as we go on this journey together is that you 
will gain confidence, insight, and be able to find your role in reaching 
the nations. In your life may you have endurance and willingness to 
“press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize 
for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us” (Phil. 3:14) as you 
develop a heart for all people that mirrors his.
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3

O N E

Adopting God’s Heart for the Nations

Tall, stunning, and dressed head to toe in flowing black, my new Arab 
Muslim acquaintance strode out the front door of her office to shake 
my hand.

“It’s a pleasure to meet you,” she said. “I am Ayisha. Please come 
inside.”

I had never met a Muslim before this moment. I smiled awk-
wardly, clinging to my two- year- old daughter’s hand. I had left the 
suburbs and driven into the city on a personal quest: to practice global 
compassion in my local context. I swallowed hard and dragged myself 
into the modest refugee resettlement office.

Ayisha sat me down, poured me coffee, and wasted no time. “Why 
are you here?” she asked evenly.

I stumbled across the thoughts jumbling around in my head, try-
ing to think how to explain. I decided on genuineness.

“I’m a follower of Jesus, whom you call Isa al Masih, and I’m trying 
to put his words into practice.”

I glanced around the bare office, which overlooked squares of 
government housing. Countless Sudanese made their homes in those 
blocks, only an hour from my white- picket- fenced backyard.
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“I know this might sound kind of crazy, but I was reading his 
teaching about loving your enemy,” I continued.

Ayisha’s black hijab hugged her neck and forehead, framing her 
luminous, beautiful eyes and porcelain face. I wondered what had 
brought this educated, poised woman to America.

She leaned forward, and the gesture encouraged me to continue.
“Jesus says to love your enemies and pray for those who do harm 

to you. I can’t think of any enemies, except people I don’t really know. 
Because of 9/11, the thought crossed my mind that countries and 
people from different world religions often perceive each other as ene-
mies. So maybe I should do something about that by actually getting 
to know a Muslim.”

I pulled my daughter up on my lap and squeezed her tight. I wasn’t 
sure how Ayisha would respond.

She didn’t say anything, so I continued, “Well, then Jesus tells a 
story about the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven to judge 
the world. All the nations of the world stand before him, and he sepa-
rates the sheep from the goats. To the sheep he says, ‘Come and share 
in my master’s happiness. I give you the kingdom that I’ve prepared 
for you since the beginning of time.’ His reason for giving them the 
kingdom? He says that when he was hungry, someone fed him. When 
someone was thirsty, they gave him water to drink. When someone 
was sick or in prison, a person visited him. When someone was a 
stranger, or a foreigner, a person welcomed him. Whenever they did 
this to someone who needed it, it was like they did it for Jesus.”1

I paused, and still she said nothing. I took a deep breath.
“Someone told me that Iraqi refugees were coming to Phoenix. 

So I looked it up online and found your name. It sounded Muslim. 
I thought it would be good for me to actually meet a Muslim. You 
also said on the phone that you’re helping refugees, so I thought, well, 
maybe I could help somehow.”

AcrosstheStreet_7P.indd   4 7/10/18   11:00 AM



A D O P T I N G  G O D ’ S  H E A R T  F O R  T H E  N A T I O N S

5

“Yes,” she finally said, “you can help.”
I breathed a sigh of relief and smiled to myself. I envisioned organ-

izing a food drive or a clothes- collection campaign. I pictured all the 
refugees gathering around, hugging my friends and me in gratitude. 
We would all smile at each other and then go home.

Instead, Ayisha said, “I just met a young widow with three small 
children, who arrived last month from Iraq as a refugee. If all that 
you are saying is true, then I would like you to come with me to her 
apartment tomorrow.” She paused before continuing. “American sol-
diers accidentally killed her husband. I would like you to come with 
me and ask forgiveness for the American people.”

Stunned at her request, I heard myself whisper meekly, “Yes, I will 
go with you.” My heart quaked with equal parts anticipation and angst 
as I felt deeply both my smallness and God’s greatness.

After all, I hadn’t always been the kind of person to trek across 
the city in search of random Muslims to befriend and refugees to help. 
God had to reveal his heart for the nations to me first.

Awakening to God’s Heart for the Nations

My path to falling captive to God’s heart for the nations was long and 
winding. I, like many others, held misconceptions about my involvement 
in cross- cultural relationships. But that’s exactly what they were: miscon-
ceptions. So much of the time, we think getting involved with people from 
other countries or faith backgrounds is too complicated, so we leave it for 
someone else to do. But this may actually be keeping us from discovering a 
deep, integral part of God’s character, purpose, and will— and the part he 
asks all of us to play in expanding his kingdom. Rather than miss out on 
the adventure it is to follow Jesus to the nations, let’s take a closer look at 
some of the things many of us say to ourselves that keep us from joining in.
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“It’s Not My Thing.”
Sometimes, we notice people involved in missions or global causes and 

think of it as a hobby, sort of like someone who might be an avid fisherman, 
a quilter, or a skydiver. We hear a story like my encounter with Ayisha, and 
we say, “Good for them. But that’s not my hobby.” Or we might take it up 
a notch and view those missional people who would try to help refugees, 
for example, as called to a worthy cause, in the same vein as those who 
advocate for natural health remedies, prayer in schools, or homeschooling. 
We say, “Good for them. But my cause is different from theirs.”

I grew up as the child of expats living overseas, privy to firsthand 
stories of tribal groups without access to the gospel. I even lived in a 
tribe as a child and still I thought, This is my parents’ thing, not mine. 
But one day God opened my eyes, and I saw his plan for all nations 
to worship him— starting in Genesis and ending in Revelation— and 
that he meant for all of us to be involved in it. Could it be that cross-
ing cultures, being a light to the nations, wasn’t a hobby or a cause 
relegated to a few, but a purpose in which everyone could play a role 
because God planned it that way from the beginning?

God told Abraham, “I will bless you and . . . all the families on 
earth will be blessed through you” (Gen. 12:2–3, emphasis added). 
Throughout the Old Testament, God kept pressing Israel to be 
a light to the world, sending Jonah to the Ninevites, Daniel to the 
Babylonians, and Esther to the Persians. He placed Jerusalem “at the 
center of the nations,” with lands around her, so the people called to 
stay at home could still affect the surrounding nations (Ezek. 5:5). 
God told the prophet Isaiah, “I will make you a light to the Gentiles, 
and you will bring my salvation to the ends of the earth” (Isa. 49:6).

The apostle Peter brought Abraham’s “blessed to be a blessing to 
the nations” covenant right into the New Testament too. He reminded 
everyone that we are all descendants of Abraham and that “through 
your descendants all the families on earth will be blessed” (Acts 3:25). 
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So that means us too. God blessed you and me with the good news so 
that all the nations of the earth— all the families of the earth— will 
be blessed with the good news through us.

The thread weaves right through to Revelation, where we catch a 
vision for the outcome of God’s heart for the nations. The apostle John 
saw the future, with heavenly creatures encircling the throne of God, 
saying to the Lamb, who is Jesus Christ, “You are worthy to take the 
scroll and break its seals and open it. For . . . your blood has ransomed 
people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation” 
(Rev. 5:9). People from every tribe, every language, and every nation 
will one day stand shoulder to shoulder next to you and me in front of 
the throne of God! This means that reaching out to every culture isn’t 
just a few people’s “thing.” It is God’s “thing.” The closer we come to 
experiencing God’s heart to see people from all nations reconciled back 
to him, the more our eyes will open to his heart for the whole world.

Like a blind person who could suddenly see, I too could see— 
through God’s eyes. The scales fell off, and I saw the millions and 
millions of people around the world, some of them moving in across 
the street, without even the oppor-
tunity to know God. I felt restless, 
wrestling with conviction about 
this ultimate injustice, and won-
dered about my role in it. I wanted 
to do something about it. But then 
I fell victim to the next common 
misconception.

“I don’t see myself moving overseas right 
now, so there’s not much I can do.”

Sometimes we believe that if we’re not ready to move to a jungle 
somewhere in Papua New Guinea, or since we’re not physicians 

REACHING OUT TO EVERY 

CULTURE ISN’T JUST A 

FEW PEOPLE’S “THING.” 

IT IS GOD’S “THING.”
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educated to eradicate diseases in Africa, there’s not much else we can 
do to be involved around the world.

I spent eight years after university just living life, going to church, 
working, raising children, scrapbooking, playing volleyball, and 
planning vacations. Not a bad life, but a life without much spiritual 
excitement. I had absolved myself from any responsibility or privilege 
to be a light to the nations, and even our own community, because my 
husband and I didn’t see ourselves living in a tribe somewhere.

Then 9/11 happened. Suddenly the rest of the world came crash-
ing in on my everyday life. The news, the issues the rest of the world 
faced, the nations— all of it started affecting my little, private, safe 
bubble, whether I wanted it to or not. I couldn’t isolate myself any-
more from the issues of an increasingly interconnected world. But 
what could I do to be a light— like Israel to the nations— from my 
house in the suburbs of America?

Then a friend of my father’s landed on our doorstep one day for a 
visit. He was from India and brought with him a charismatic person-
ality and a fresh faith in God for miracles. My somewhat uneventful 
and ordinary life came alive with spiritual possibility and adventure 
as I listened to him and caught his vision for championing the cause 
of orphans and widows from a country that housed one- third of the 
world’s poor and where only a tiny fraction of the population follow 
Jesus. We talked about the possibilities of speaking, writing, praying, 
raising funds, and even leading short trips. I hadn’t realized how much 
I could do right where I lived to make an impact on people on the 
other side of the world.

Then, as opportunities opened up to advocate for the nations, my 
experiences gradually deepened. God encouraged me to make disciples 
right where I lived, befriending refugees and international students 
who were already in my city— and that’s when I found myself having 
dinner with Ayisha and the young widow from Iraq. One summer 
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I found myself in the Sahara desert, sitting in the tents of refugees 
without a country and listening to imams (Muslim spiritual lead-
ers) and pastors debate about our ancestor Abraham. Another time I 
ended up in a little hut- turned- church on the top of a mountain in the 
Philippines, hearing tribal believers, former animistic spirit worship-
pers, tell riveting stories about my parents, who had lived and worked 
in their tribe thirty years before. And then, as sometimes happens, 
God eventually led my husband, our children, and me to India, to 
live and work in a city where few Westerners had made their homes.

God’s global heart within all of us could burst forth in many 
forms. We might be called to stay— as visionary mobilizers, extrav-
agant givers, passionate people of prayer, or effective administrators 
undergirding those who go. Or God’s global heart might thrust us into 
effective welcoming roles, launching us into communities of refugees 
or into universities to befriend international students. As we practice 
following Jesus by discipling the nations in our neighborhoods, he 
may even lead us to eventually exchange one continent for another 
as we remain open to his leading. We discover our role in reaching 
the nations, though, by starting small, and starting soon, by making 
friends with people from other countries.

Personalizing God’s Heart for 
the Nations: Make a Friend

We may find our hearts stirring for the nations and even embrace the 
idea that we could make a global difference right where we already 
live, but then we get stuck because we don’t know how to get started. 
Here’s one fun and life- changing suggestion: make an international 
friend! Putting a face that’s a friend to the big word nations helps us fall 
in love with God’s heart for all cultures. We’ll discuss how to welcome 
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refugees and international students in chapter 3, but before then, here 
are a few suggestions for how to find friends from another country 
who live right where you live.

First, eat at ethnic restaurants. My friends and I look for small, 
family- run ethnic restaurants— Arabic, Turkish, Vietnamese, Thai, 
Indian, Filipino, Lebanese, the choices are endless. We try to meet 
the owners, ask for their recommended dishes, and order generously. 
Our tables often get filled with samples and desserts on the house 
because we show genuine interest in learning about their countries, 
their food, and their lives. My husband and I once met a Pakistani hus-
band with an Indian wife who ran a small restaurant called Currys and 
Kabobs. We gained a great deal of insight from them about arranged 
marriages, the political climate in the two countries, and their views 
on Christianity, Hinduism, and the sects of Islam found there. All 
because we took the time to go out for dinner and start a conversation.

Another thing we can do is adjust our leisure activities, like working 
out at the gym or playing basketball in a community league, electing 
to do them in areas of our cities where internationals are likely to live. 
With young children in tow, my mom friends and I planned playdates 
with each other at parks around our city where engineers and software 
developers from India tended to live, or near the apartment complexes 
where refugees resettled, or near the block where international students 
rented out apartments next to our state university. We’d make friends 
through our children and have leisurely conversations about family 
and life. One of these park playdates turned into a regular playdate 
each week with a group of Muslim moms who also took their kids to 
play at a particular park, which then turned into visits to each other’s 
houses. Eventually, my friend and one of her new friends started an 
interfaith discussion group designed to help women seek God together. 
The group drew as many as twenty women at a time from both Islam 
and Christianity to discuss how to follow God together. 
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Another idea for finding friends from other cultures is to intention-
ally notice and approach people who are already part of our everyday 
lives at work, school, or play. For example, I noticed an Asian woman 
with a strong accent at my son’s community soccer team practices. I 
sat next to her one afternoon and simply asked, “What country is your 
family originally from?” This question is less offensive than one that 
assumes they recently came from another country. People from other 
cultures living in our Western cities are often citizens, so it’s best not 
to assume otherwise. However, their cultural ties to their families’ 
countries of origin are often strong and fresh. This particular soccer 
mom had moved to America from China to birth her second child, 
since, at that time, the Chinese government only allowed one child 
per family. During those soccer practices, I learned more about her 
family, her culture, and the way her atheist beliefs mixed with ancestor 
worship. After one of our soccer games, she took me to what she called 
“the most authentic Chinese restaurant in town,” and I tried cold duck 
and salt seaweed for the first time.

We can also take advantage of any opportunity that presents 
itself— or that God arranges when we pray for it. My husband and I 
bought a used car from an ad on the internet one time and, by chance, 
we bought it from an international student. As we exchanged the keys 
and a check, I asked, “Have you ever been in an American home 
before? Why don’t you come over for dinner sometime?” The student 
came the next weekend, brought friends, and stayed until midnight, 
playing songs on our guitar with our children singing along, showing 
our whole family photos of his country, and even calling his family 
back home to say hello to us.

After we get some experience realizing how receptive people 
from other cultures are to conversations with a stranger, we can try 
approaching people we see on the street, in the grocery store, or any-
where, and saying hello to them. When I see a woman wearing a 
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head covering or a hijab, I know she’s used to getting stares, frowns, 
or being ignored, as if she’s invisible. A simple greeting in Arabic, 
“Assalamualaikum” (Ah- sah- lah- mu- ah- lay- coom), usually starts a 
lively conversation with lots of smiles and welcome. Once, at church, 
a woman dressed in a traditional Indian sari showed up with her fam-
ily. My husband and I greeted them with hands folded to our chests 
in a prayer style and, with bows and smiles, said, “Hello! Namaste!” 
They brightened, and we talked about our mutual interest in India. 
We ended up at their house for dinner that night, meeting all their 
extended family at a birthday party they happened to be hosting. It’s 
good to get educated on universal greetings and use them in obvious 
situations. People always appreciate that you’re trying to create bridges 
and show interest in them.

Using waiting time intentionally— at doctors’ offices, the DMV, 
or the airport— also gives us opportunities to scan the crowd for an 
international person to sit beside. On a four- hour layover, my husband 
and I entered the Southwest gate waiting area. He noticed the elderly 
Indian grandmother in a sari with an empty seat beside her first and 
ushered me over. I sat next to her, smiled, and said, “Where are you 
going?” She didn’t stop talking until we boarded, telling us all about 
her family and basically her whole life, and then she saved a middle 
seat next to her for me on the plane. I disembarked with a new recipe 
for vegetable curry from Punjab and sweet kisses on my cheek for her 
new “adopted daughter.” She left with a paper full of drawings illus-
trating the hope that Jesus gave of freedom from the endless cycle of 
reincarnation that she both feared and accepted as inevitable.

Another idea is to use commuting time intentionally. When we 
take public transportation, like the bus or light rail, often we find 
refugees on a budget, or international students without a car in the 
country, to sit beside. I know a pastor who takes Uber every chance he 
gets, even just to attend a meeting across town, because a lot of Uber 
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drivers come from other countries and use Uber to supplement their 
income. During my most recent Uber experience, my husband and 
I met a gentleman originally from Ghana who was a Christian and 
quick to share his faith with us. As we pulled up to our destination, 
my husband prayed a blessing over his business and his family, and for 
God to intervene in a difficult situation he had shared about his son.

Lastly, we can hang out with people we know who themselves hang 
out with people from other cultures. I asked one friend who seemed to 
know a lot of people from other countries if I could tag along the next 
time he met with someone. The next evening, he invited me to go to a 
potluck at the Hare Krishna temple with him and his family and their 
Hare Krishna friend from Kolkota, India. “What?!” I said. “Can we do 
that?” Turns out we can! They welcomed us, fed us lots of curried rice 
and vegetables, and, with all the orange robes and shaved heads, I felt 
as if I had walked into a different era in a different country.

You should know that I’m not any different from you. I’m just a 
regular, ordinary person who still takes a deep breath and says a quick 
prayer before approaching a stranger from another country, just as you 
would. Basically, though, I’m willing to make myself available and be 
intentional. If we stay in tune with God’s Spirit leading us and try to 
notice opportunities, taking a small step toward those opportunities to 
see what will happen, God will put our willingness, our friendliness, 
and our openness to good use for his purposes in drawing all people 
from every nation to him.

The Essential Ingredient: Follow Jesus

Once we try some of the ideas I just shared to make a friend, we may 
wonder how to go about making an actual difference in their life, and 
how to know what to say or do that reflects the light we’re supposed 
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to shine to the nations. The simple answer is, follow Jesus. At the end 
of the day, who we are in Christ is more important than what we say, 
or what we do, or even where we live. If we connect with Jesus daily, 
spending time in God’s Word, praying to and worshiping God regu-
larly, then his Spirit will inform us and guide us. As we make ourselves 
available, he will tell us what to say, where to go, and what to do when 
it’s the right time to say it, go somewhere, or do something.

I felt this utter dependence on God’s Spirit to guide me as I 
followed Jesus— and Ayisha— to visit Hajer, the young widow from 

Iraq. As we entered the one- bedroom 
apartment, Hajer smiled a welcome, 
holding a little girl on her hip, with 
two other children peeking out from 
behind a chair. She offered me a 
spread of biryani chicken simmered 
in spices; tabbouleh, a chopped salad 
with a sharp vinaigrette taste; and 
baked bread. Even with the little 
she had, her desire to be hospitable 
and honor a guest meant she served 
her best. After we ate I took Hajer’s 

hands in mine. Looking into her eyes, with tears, I said, “I grieve 
with you about your husband. It should not have happened. And now 
you are here, in this strange country. I want to tell you that I’m glad 
you have come to my country. And I want to ask forgiveness for the 
American people.”

Initially, she murmured, “It’s okay. No, no, don’t worry.”
“No. It’s not okay,” I urged. “Your husband should not be gone, 

and you should not be here, alone in this new country.”
All three of us women then cried together, recognizing her 

great loss.

AT THE END OF THE DAY, 

WHO WE ARE IN CHRIST 

IS MORE IMPORTANT 

THAN WHAT WE SAY, 

OR WHAT WE DO, OR 

EVEN WHERE WE LIVE.
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“Hajer,” I said, “I was praying for you last night, and I believe God 
gave me a story that he wants you to hear.”

She nodded to listen.
“Your name is the very first time in the Torah [Arabic for the Old 

Testament] that an angel of the Lord calls a woman by name.”
She knew part of the story, because it appeared in her holy book 

also. (Hajer is Arabic for Hagar.)
“Perhaps you feel like the Hajer in the Torah, crawling in the 

desert, cast out from her community, desperate with sadness, and 
feeling like she wants to die. Right now, you probably feel as if God 
can’t see or hear you and, like her, you’re ready to give up and you 
wonder how you, alone in a strange country, will provide for your 
three children.”

Her tears confirmed that she indeed felt this way.
“But then the angel of the Lord appeared to Hajer!” I announced.
“And what did he say?” Ayisha demanded.
It was an unlikely scenario, the first Muslim woman I had ever 

met, eagerly listening to a Bible story and translating it for another 
Muslim woman. At that moment, I understood why Jesus told stories 
to people so often.

“The angel of the Lord told her that he would take care of her 
and would bless her son. Hajer felt known and seen. So she called 
him ‘You are the God who sees me,’ and the water well there was even 
named ‘well of the Living One who sees me’ [Gen. 16:7–14]. Hajer, 
God sees you right now. He will take care of you as you look to him. 
He will take care of your children, and he will give you what you need 
to provide for them.”

She nodded, tears slipping down her cheeks, one hand still clutch-
ing mine. We prayed together, our open eyes looking to the ceiling. 
She released my hand to hold her hands palm up to receive this com-
fort from God for her and her children, a common gesture for Muslims 

AcrosstheStreet_7P.indd   15 7/10/18   11:00 AM



A C R O S S  T H E  S T R E E T  A N D  A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D

16

when they pray. She then brought her hands to her face to receive the 
blessing brought by the story.

In any interaction with people from other cultures— really, with 
anyone at all— Jesus is our model for knowing what to say and what 
to do. That day, Hajer received a taste of what Jesus said he came for: 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has anointed me to bring 
Good News to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim that captives will 
be released, that the blind will see, that the oppressed will be set free” 
(Luke 4:18–19). Jesus walked into places of brokenness, lostness, and 
darkness— places where he found people craving wholeness, love, and 
light. Today, just as it was during New Testament times, people like 
Ayisha and Hajer often have little access to Jesus’ message and little 
access to Jesus’ people. This is true both of places around the world 
and right in our own backyard.

As we interact with soccer moms from China, Uber drivers from 
Ghana, and elderly grandmothers from Punjab, let’s speak life over 
people by demonstrating the way life is supposed to be, as Jesus did. 
Because of our close connection with Jesus, ours should naturally be 
the life that pours expensive perfume on Jesus’ feet in a humble act 
of genuine worship, to the whispers of disapproval about this choice 
(John 12:3–5). It’s the life that turns over the tables of money changers 
in the Lord’s temple, speaking of justice in God’s house, in an act of 
righteous rage because “passion for God’s house will consume me!” 
(John 2:13–17). It’s the life that fills jars of oil for starving widows 
while hiding from authorities who wish you dead, and speaks life and 
faith into action (1 Kings 17:8–16). It’s the life that spends all night 
praying on a mountain and then chooses twelve disciples to follow 
him (Luke 6:12–16). Lavish worship, zeal for justice, extreme faith, 
intense communication with God— all four of these stories illustrate 
how Jesus modeled the life we are called to live.

As we walk in the footsteps of Jesus right where we live, work, 
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and play, fully alive to God’s heart for the nations, with confidence 
we can make ourselves available to friendships with people from other 
cultures. Let’s spend a few minutes asking God to help us see the world 
as he sees it, for our hearts to mirror his heart, and for new friendships 
as we follow Jesus:

God, please shatter any misconceptions I have about my role in 
reaching the nations. I want to believe that from the very begin-
ning you meant to bless me with the good news of Jesus so that I 
could be a light that would bless the whole world. I commit to 
starting somewhere, starting small, and starting soon by making 
a friend. Fill me with your Spirit, Jesus, and let me always walk 
in step with you so that my words, my actions, and my character 
reflect you to my new friends.

Reflection

1. How do the desires of your heart— and the actions of your 
life— match God’s desire for people from every nation to 
worship him?

2. Which ideas could you try this week to meet people from other 
countries living right where you live?

3. What do you need to do to foster a deeper relationship with 
Jesus in your personal life so that your character, actions, and 
words reflect his?
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